The morning was devoted to laboratory tests for assessment of sensitivity of bacteria to various antibiotics. Professor Mitchison emphasized the importance of carrying out sensitivity tests against tubercle bacilli in special laboratories only, for misclassification of a sensitive strain could result in patients receiving more toxic and less effective drugs. He is at present conducting international trials in Hong Kong with sensitivity tests done at the Royal Postgraduate Medical School. It is a pity that bacteriologists do not follow his lead by standardizing all bacterial sensitivity tests in a few well-recognized centres. This session seemed to highlight the need for specialized regional reference laboratories. Professor L P Garrod summed up aptly: '... tuberculosis experts ... have done for the tubercle bacillus what still remains to be done in establishing recognized methods for testing other bacteria'.
The afternoon papers were concerned with chemotherapy for the neonate, cystic fibrosis, urinary tract and osteomyelitis. This book is recommended for bacteriologists, but pediatricians and nephrologists should dip into it. If they did not attend the symposium, they will regret that the discussion has not been recorded but instead summarized by the chairman into a page or so per session. D GERAINT JAMES Arthritis and Physical Medicine edited by Sidney Licht MD pp xxiv+521 illustrated 120s New Haven, Conn.: Elizabeth Licht 1969 London: Lloyd-Luke Twenty-one authorsten American, seven English, and a Canadian, a New Zealander, a Dane, and a Czechoslovakianhave written this book. One of them has edited itor has he? The result is as though he had asked his collaborators for their contributions, with titles chosen by him, and after taking the precaution of first writing a short textbook of rheumatology himself as a preface had sent it all straight off to the publishers. There are some astonishing omissionsnothing about purine chemistry, almost nothing about antinuclear factors, hardly anything about hip surgery, very few X-rays, strangely little pathology. Occasional bits are frankly out of date. On the other hand, these twenty-one authors are, as it were, talking to the reader, so that a very good impression of their differing attitudes and beliefs is obtained.
(One knows well that some of them would totally diasgree with some of their co-authors' opinions.)
The book therefore turns out to be unexpectedly valuable. One can discover what an enthusiastic physical therapist believes he can achieve, Dr John Lawrence's opinions and statistics about the effects of climate, how heat may be administered, how rheumatism was treated in bygone centuries, what spas use peloids for. One can learn what contributions the occupational therapist and rehabilitationist can make. Excellent detailed instructions on splintmaking are given, with a valuable discussion on rest and exercise. Much gobbledygook fills these pages, so the book is quicker to read than one might think. I particularly enjoyed Wyatt's chapter on 'Psychologic Factors in Arthritis', and read with jealous, marvelling admiration the 60-page masterpiece on 'Joint Examination' by Dixon and Kirk. Everything one needs to know is there, even an X-ray upside down by mistake, to remind you that Kirk is the New Zealander in this excellent compilation. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific The editor remarks: 'A veritable cornucopia of medical journals already exists. Therefore it is logical to ask, "Why another ?" CARDIOVASCULAR CLINICS was conceived as a journal that would provide the clinician with highly current material that will aid him directly in the clinical care of his patients. Each issue will be, in effect, a monograph dealing with one of the major cardiovascular disorders or important clinical problems in cardiovascular disease. A purposeful effort will be made to include in each issue the newest clinical and investigative data.'
This reviewer doubts whether the effort has succeeded. The book is a collection of chapters, each by a different author. The design is so imperfect that a condition like renal artery stenosis is dealt with in four chapters. The concept of 'a disorder characterized by stages', intermittent, labile and fixed hypertension, has long been obsolete. Refreshingly, Conway comments: 'In reviewing the subject of labile blood pressure one strong thought, aptly expressed by Lewis Namier, comes to mind, "There would not be very much to say about this subject were it not for all the nonsense that has been written about it."' Although cerebral vascular disease is considered in two chapters, the importance of Charcot-Bouchard aneurysms as a cause of cerebral hemorrhage is nowhere displayed. The chapter on pathology omits them entirely. The other on hypertension and the nervous system says: 'The validity of the observations of aneurysms may be questioned, however; in many cases lesions initially interpreted as microaneurysms actually represent small organized perivascular heemorrhages rather than true aneurysmal dilatations, and there is considerable doubt as to the status of the entire concept. It must be admitted that at present the precise pathogenetic mechanisms underlying the occurence of hypertensive hemorrhages, as well as the factors responsible for their remarkably specific location, both remain unaccounted for.' It is a pity that not one of the authors contributing to this volume has read Charcot and Bouchard's original paper of 1868, or the lovely papers of Ross Russell of 1963 and Cole and Yates of 1967. One gets the impression that this volume is a collection of worn-out gramophone records.
But there are redeeming features. There are good chapters on the selection of patients, clinical pharmacology, and an excellent one by E D Fries on 'The Changing Outlook in Essential Hypertension'.
GEORGE PICKERING

Paget's Disease of Bone by Hugh C Barry BSC FRCS FRACS pp vii + 196 illustrated 80s Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone 1969
The frequency of Paget's disease in Australians, particularly those of British descent, has enabled the author to present a detailed account of the disease as seen in a large series of patients studied over many years.
The book begins with a historical review including extracts from Sir James Paget's clear description of the clinical course of osteitis deformans. A lucid discussion of the numerous peculiarities of the disease follows, but a number of questions concerning the etiology remain unanswered.
The treatment of uncomplicated Paget's disease is described fully, and radiotherapy is preferred for pain relief. There was no convincing evidence that the irradiation could be associated with the subsequent appearance of sarcoma.
A large series of femoral fractures was treated by various methods; internal fixation was used in nearly half the patients and 73 % of the 90 fractures united within six months. Non-union occurred in 10 patients. The incidence of sarcoma was found to be approximately 1 %. Early diagnosis was difficult and estimations of the serum alkaline phosphatase were not helpful. Pain, pathological fracture and swelling often preceded the appearance of the sarcoma on the radiograph. No treatment was found to prolong life, though irradiation gave symptomatic relief. Amputation was rarely performed.
There are numerous illustrations and the quality of reproduction of the radiographs and photomicrographs is high. Each chapter is followed by a full list of references. This excellent monograph is recommended as a comprehensive and clear review of a fascinating disease. The problems associated with bone autografts, homografts and heterografts are discussed in detail by R G Burwell, and A S Imamaliev describes his experience of transplanting preserved cadaveric articular ends of bones into 88 patients.
W J W Sharrard writes about operative procedures on the limbs and spine of children with cerebral palsy and spina bifida, and emphasizes that increasing numbers of children with the latter condition are surviving and so require carefully planned surgical treatment.
There are well illustrated descriptions by A R Hodgson and A C M C Yau of the various anterior approaches to the spine for tuberculosis, and by R B Salter of innominate osteotomy for congenital dislocation and subluxation of the hip in the older child. B Helal writes on the uses of silicone fluid and silastic prostheses and M E Muller on techniques of fracture fixation with compression. J S Horn gives a remarkable report of the reattachment of severed digits and limbs, and the problems of restoring satisfactory function to them.
H L F Currey and M Mason discuss the management of gout and chondrocalcinosis. A general introduction to genetics by J I P James and Ruth Wynne-Davies is followed by an informative account of genetic problems in orthopadics.
Osteoarthritis features in two chapters. A J Helfet considers methods of arresting the process in the hip and knee, and R Merle d'Aubigne surveys the full range of hip-joint surgery and the indications for each procedure.
There is much valuable information in this book, which will be read with great interest by orthop.edic surgeons.
J C A MADGWICK
